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City  of  Wetaskiwin 

(Revised  November,  1964) 

1.  LOCATION 

Section  14-46-24-W4  in  Census  Division  No.  8 and  42  miles  south  of 
EdmorUon  on  Highway  No.  2.  It  is  also  the  junction  of  paved  highway 
No.  13  east  to  the  Saskatchewan  border  and  the  junction  of  paved 
highway  No.  19  west.  Wetaskiwin  is  also  on  the  main  line  of  the 
Canadian  Pacific  Railway,  Edmonton  to  Calgary  and  is  the  Centre  of 
population  in  the  Province  of  Alberta. 

2.  ALTITUDE  LATITUDE  LONGITUDE 

2,493  ft.  52/58  113/22 


3.  TEMPERATURES 


Mean  summer 
Mean  winter 
Mean  yearly 


59.3  degrees  F. 

10.9  degrees  F. 

36.9  degrees  F. 


4.  PRECIPITATION 

Average  rainfall  12.15  inches 

Average  snowfall  52.9  inches 

Average  total  precipitation  17.44  inches 

Note:  Information  for  Sections  No.  3 and  No.  4 is  taken  from  the 
weather  station  at  Wetaskiwin. 


5.  GEOLOGY 

The  surface  mantle  in  the  Wetaskiwin  district  is  one  of  glacial  material 
deposited  by  large  glaciers  which  flowed  over  the  plains  from  the  north- 
east and  north. 

Bedrock  of  the  area  is  a series  of  freshwater  sandstones  and  sandy 
shales  of  the  Edmonton  formation  which  is  of  Upper  Cretaceous  Age. 
These  beds  are  coal  bearing,  being  a source  of  the  coal  mined  in  Edmon- 
ton and  Drumheller.  This  is  one  of  the  horizons  in  which  fossilized 
remains  of  the  dinosaur  are  found. 

6.  SOIL 

Wetaskiwin  lies  in  the  “Black”  soil  zone. 

Vegetation — Grassland  which  has  been  partially  invaded  by  woodland 
(mostly  deciduous  trees),  often  referred  to  as  parkland. 

Soil  Profile — The  normal  profile  has  a black  to  very  dark  brown  sur- 
face horizon  that  averages  12  to  14  inches  in  depth.  The  more  compact 
sub-soil  is  brown  to  dark  brown  and  the  lime  horizon  is  usually  found 
at  24  to  40  inches  below  the  surface. 

Fertility — Soils  in  this  zone  are  the  most  fertile  in  the  province  and 
they  have,  in  the  surface  foot,  3 to  4 times  as  much  nitrogen  and 
organic  matter  as  there  is  in  the  average  brown  or  grey  wooded  soil. 

Land  Use — A high  percentage  of  the  zone  is  arable.  Good  quality  wheat 
is  grown,  as  well  as  cereal  crops,  grasses  or  forage  crops,  rape  seed, 
oats,  etc.  Much  registered  grain  is  also  grown  in  the  district.  The 
agricultural  industry  is  generally  mixed  farming  operations. 
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7.  HISTORY 


Like  many  places  in  the  Canadian  west,  Wetaskiwin  owes  its  name 
to  Indian  legends.  Possibly  nearest  to  the  facts  is  one  that  tells  of  a 
meeting  about  1860  between  the  Crees,  led  by  Chief  Broken  Arm,  and 
a party  of  Blackfoot  tribesmen  who  were  on  their  way  to  Fort 
Edmonton.  This  opportunity  is  said  to  have  been  used  by  the  Cree 
Chief  to  forgive  a Blackfoot  warrior  who  had  earlier  killed  his  son. 

Another  more  fanciful  story  tells  of  a fight  between  two  young  war- 
riors of  the  Cree  and  Blackfoot  nations.  Tiring  of  the  conflict  they 
sat  down  to  rest  and  the  Blackfoot  pulled  out  his  pipe  to  smoke.  When 
the  Cree  started  to  do  the  same  he  found  his  pipe  to  be  broken. 
Offered  a smoke  by  the  Blackfoot  the  Cree  accepted  and  both  im- 
mediately realized  that  to  use  another’s  pipe  was  the  same  as  smoking 
the  Pipe  of  Peace.  When  they  returned  they  told  their  Chiefs  what 
had  happened.  Indians  regarded  it  as  a sign  from  the  Great  Spirit, 
and  gathered  on  the  spot  where  the  fight  had  occurred  to  smoke  the 
Peace  Pipe. 

In  Cree  language  “The  Place  Where  Peace  Was  Made”  is  Wetaskiwin 
Spatinow.  When  a name  for  the  little  settlement  nearby  was  required 
in  1867,  Father  Lacombe  named  it  Wetaskiwin. 

During  the  Riel  Rebellion  in  1885,  Fort  Ethier  was  built  on  the  farm 
of  Frank  Lucas  just  north  of  Wetaskiwin  to  protect  the  settlers  in 
case  of  an  attack.  An  historic  monument  as  well  as  the  old  fort  marks 
the  site. 

In  1891  the  Canadian  Pacific  Railway  completed  construction  of  the 
railway  between  Calgary  and  Edmonton;  and  with  the  completion 
came  the  settlers.  The  area  was  soon  developed  and  in  1904  a branch 
line  of  the  Canadian  Pacific  Railway  between  Wetaskiwin  and  Winni- 
peg was  constructed  to  serve  the  needs  of  the  new  settlers  east  of 
the  city. 

In  1900  Wetaskiwin  was  established  as  a village  and  became  incc«:p- 
orated  as  a City  in  1906. 

The  first  electric  power  plant  was  built  in  1904  and  the  franchise  was 
sold  to  Calgary  Power  Limited  in  1929.  The  company  also  took  over 
the  water  franchise  of  the  City.  Location  and  use  of  natural  gas  was 
an  early  Wetaskiwin  enterprise.  When  the  gas  franchise  was  taken 
over  by  Northwestern  Utilities  in  1946  the  city-owned  gas  wells  were 
capped.  There  are  also  coal  deposits  in  the  district. 

8.  LIVING  CONDITIONS 

Visitors  to  the  city  are  impressed  by  its  cleanliness,  its  wide  paved 
streets  and  sidewalks,  modern  business  section  and  new  residential 
areas.  There  is  an  air  of  prosperity  when  you  enter  the  city. 

Lake  resorts  are  close  at  hand,  the  largest  being  Pigeon  Lake  28 
miles  west  on  hardtop  highway  No.  19.  Sportsmen  will  find  good 
fishing,  duck  and  upland  bird  hunting  in  the  area  as  well  as  big  game 
hunting  in  the  easily  accessible  country  west  of  Wetaskiwin  in  the 
Brazeau  area. 

The  majority  of  homes  are  owner  occupied.  Average  rent  for  a modern 
five-room  home  is  $90.00  per  month.  Housing  accommodation  is 
available  but  constant  growth  has  kept  rental  housing  at  a minimum. 
Value  of  building  permits  issued  during  the  last  Rve  years  is  as 
follows:  1959— $1,205,078;  1960— $1,365,400;  1961— $1,933,600;  1963— 
$1,683,636;  1963— $2,196,115. 
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9.  ADMINISTRATION 

The  city  is  governed  by  a mayor  elected  for  a two-year  term,  and  six 
aldermen,  three  of  whom  are  elected  for  two-year  terms  annually. 
The  city  employs  an  administrative  and  public  works  staff  of  more 
than  20. 


This  modern  new  hospital,  opened  in  1964,  hlas  89  beds 


10.  LAWS  AND  REGULATIONS 

The  city  contracts  with  the  R.C.M.P.  for  policing  service.  In  addition 
the  R.C.M.P.  maintains  a detachm^ent  office  and  highway  patrol  in 
the  city.  Wetaskiwin  is  the  headquarters  of  an  Alberta  Judicial  District 
with  a complete  judicial  staff  serving  district  and  supreme  courts.  The 
judicial  district  covers  an  area  of  about  10,000  square  miles  stretching 
from  the  North  Saskatchewan  river  east  to  the  Saskatchewan  border. 
The  area  covers  the  communities  served  by  the  CPR  east  line  to 
Saskatoon  and  Winnipeg  and  the  area  south  almost  to  Red  Deer.  The 
southern  border  angles  south  from  Bashaw  to  the  Saskatchewan 
border. 

Wetaskiwin  is  also  headquarters  for  the  Battle  River  Regional  Plan- 
ning Commission  which  includes  the  counties  of  Camrose,  Ponoka  and 
Wetaskiwin,  the  cities  of  Wetaskiwin  and  Camrose  and  the  towns  of 
Ponoka,  Bashaw  and  Rimbey  as  well  as  all  other  towns  and  villages 
in  the  area.  There  is  an  Interim  Development  bylaw  and  a building 
code  enforced  by  a building  inspector. 

Electrical  installations  must  conform  to  the  Alberta  Electrical  Protec- 
tion Act. 

Sanitary  installations  must  conform  to  the  Provincial  Health  Regula- 
tions. 

Gas  installations  must  conform  to  the  Alberta  Gas  Protection  Act. 
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11.  FIRE  PROTECTION 

The  fire  brigade  consists  of  a fire  chief  and  16  firemen  as  well  as 
10  auxiliary  firemen,  all  voluntary  workers.  The  brigade  has  reached 
a very  high  state  of  efficiency,  and  loss  from  fire  damage  is  at  a min- 
imum. In  1962  Wetaskiwin  had  the  lowest  fire  loss  per  capita  of  any 
city  or  town  in  Alberta. 

Equipment — Includes  three  trucks:  420  G.P.M.  pumper  with  700  gallon 
tank;  420  G.P.M.  pumper  with  325  gallon  tank;  420  G.P.M.  pumper 
with  125  gallon  tank;  5200  feet  of  21/2  inch  hose;  1500  feet  of  1Y2  inch 
hose;  and  other  necessary  equipment  to  handle  any  type  of  fire. 

Water  Supply — Water  is  obtained  from  wells  and  is  pumped  into  two 
reservoirs  with  a combined  capacity  of  680,000  gallons  and  then  into 
a 100,000  gallon  elevated  tower.  There  are  more  than  90  fire  hydrants 
strategically  located  throughout  the  city.  The  Wetaskiwin  Rural  Fire 
Co-operative  has  a 420  G.P.M.  pumper  with  700  gallon  tank  that  ans- 
wers calls  outside  the  city  limits,  and  is  used  if  required  by  an  emer- 
gency in  the  city. 

12.  TAX  STRUCTURE 

Land,  100%  of  assessed  value  $2,159,420 

Improvements  75%  of  1957  values 
Taxed  on  60%  of  this  amount  $6,838,950 

Power  and  Pipeline  assessment  $ 112,390 

Total  Assessment  $9,110,760 

No  business  tax;  license  fee  only. 

Mill  Rate  Municipal  Debenture  School  Hospital  Total 
1963  14  5.4  26.0  2.6  48  Mills 


IS.  AREAS 

Area  of  city  — 1497.85  acres. 

Streets,  roads  and  lanes  — 211  acres. 
Parks  and  playgrounds  — 55.20  acres. 

Miles  of  streets,  roads  and  lanes: 


Asphalt  Gravel 

Improved  Earth 

Total 

Provincial  Main  2 

2 

Streets  and  Roads  5.3  20.6 

25.9 

Lanes 

11.5 

11.5 

Total  miles 

39.4 

There  are  approximately  25  miles  of  cement  sidewalks. 


14.  SEWER  AND  WATER  MAIN  MILEAGE 

Storm  Sewers  — 4.72  miles 
Sanitary  Sewers  — 23.41  miles 

Water  Mains  — 18.17  miles  plus  8.43  miles  of  supply  line 
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POWER 

Three  phase  60-cycle  power  is  supplied  to  the  city  under  a franchise 
by  the  Calgary  Power  Limited. 

Domestic  Rates 

First  20  k.w.h.  or  less  used  per  month  — $2.30  net  gross 

subject  to  30c  prompt  payment  discount  making  $2.00  net  minimum 

All  over  20  k.w.h.  used  per  month  — I1/2C  per  k.w.h. 

Discount  as  shown  applies  on  any  bill  paid  within  10  days  of  date 
rendered. 

Connection  Charge:  $1.00 — Reconnection  Charge:  Twice  net  minimum. 


Attractive  homes',  wide  street®  and  paved  sidewalks  are  features  of  the 
residential  districts 


Commerciial  Rates 

Demand  charge  per  k.v.a.  — $1.00 
Energy  Charge: 

First  60  k.w.h.  used  per  month  per  k.v.a.  of  demand  — 5c  per  k.w.h. 
All  over  60  k.w.h.  used  per  month  per  k.v.a.  of  demand  — 

II/2C  per  k.w.n. 

“Demand"  is  the  maximum  30  minute  rate  of  power  delivery,  express- 
ed in  Kilovolt-amperes  (k.v.a.),  during  the  previous  12  months;  and 
not  less  than  1 k.v.a.  Alternatively  the  demand  may,  at  the  Company’s 
option,  be  measured  and  billed  in  Kilowatts;  or  may  be  estimated  by 
testing  or  from  the  Consumers  connected  load. 

Minimum  Charge — is  the  demand  charge  but  not  less  than  the 
domestic  rate  for  the  community. 

The  foregoing  are  net  rates  applicable  to  accounts  paid  within  10  days 
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of  the  date  rendered.  Net  bills  are  increased  by  5%  and  not  less  than 
30c,  after  the  discount  date. 

Minimum  demand  ^2,  k.w.  in  Wetaskiwin. 

Minimum  charge  $1.50. 


Power 


Demand  charge  — $1.00  Per  k.v.a. 

Energy  Charge: 

First  100  k.w.h.  used  per  month  per  k.v.a.  of  installation  — 

3 1/3  per  k.w.h. 

All  over  100  k.w.h.  used  per  month  per  k.v.a.  of  installation  — 

1 ^ per  k.w.h. 

Rate  shown  is  net.  Add  5%  or  not  less  than  30c  after  10  days.  Minimum 
charge:  $3.00  net,  or  demand  charge  if  greater. 

“K.V.A.  of  Installation”:  One  motor  H.P.  is  taken  as  one  K.V.A.  The 
Company  may,  at  its  option,  estimate  the  demand  or  may  install  a 
thermal  demand  meter.  When  a demand  meter  is  installed  the  billing 
demand  is  the  maximum  30  minute  K.V.A.  demand  in  the  preceding 
12  months. 

16.  WATER 

Water  is  supplied  to  the  city  by  Calgary  Power  Limited  under  a 
franchise.  The  water  is  obtained  from  more  than  20  wells,  250  to 
300  feet  deep.  The  capacity  of  the  wells  is  350,000  gallons  per  24 
hours.  An  auxiliary  source  is  available  on  short  notice  from  nearhy 
lakes. 

The  water  has  a natural  Fluorine  content  of  near  optium  amount. 
Number  of  service  connections:  1,395. 

Rates  ' i 

First  200  cubic  feet  or  less  used  per  month  — $3.25 

Next  600  cubic  feet  used  per  month  — 65c  per  100  cubic  feet 

Next  1200  cubic  feet  used  per  month  — 60c  per  100  cubic  feet. 

Next  3000  cubic  feet  used  per  month  — 50c  per  100  cubic  feet 
All  over  5000  cubic  feet  used  per  month  — 45c  per  100  cubic  feet. 

Water  Analysis 

Parts  per  Million 


Total  solids  694 

Ignition  loss  80 

Hardness  40 

Sulphates  trace 

Chlorides  20 

Alkalinity  540 

Nature  of  Alkalinity  — Carbonate  of  soda  and  a small  amount  of  lime 
Nitrites  nil 

Nitrates  nil 

Iron  .2 

Fluorine  2.2 


Remarks:  Chemically,  this  water  is  suitable  for  any  use. 
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17.  GAS 

Natural  gas  is  supplied  to  the  city  by  Northwestern  Utilities  Limited 
under  a franchise. 

Bate  No.  1 — General  Bate 

Available  to  all  customers. 

First  20  therms  or  less  used  per  month  — $3.00 
All  additional  therms  used  per  month  — 4.5c  per  therm 
Minimum  monthly  charge  — $3.00. 

When  accounts  are  not  paid  on  or  before  the  due  date  the  charge  per 
therm,  other  than  the  first  20  therms,  shall  be  increased  by  3c  and 
the  gross  rate  so  arrived  at  shall  apply. 

Bate  No.  2 — Optional  Bate 

Available  on  annual  contract  to  all  customers  whose  annual  consump- 
tion is  more  than  11,900  therms. 

Fixed  charge  — $20.00  per  month. 

Plus  commodity  charge  — 2.7c  per  therm. 

Minimum  monthly  charge  — $20.00. 

When  accounts  are  not  paid  on  or  before  due  date  the  charge  per 
therm  shall  be  increased  by  2c  and  the  gross  rate  so  arrived  at 
shall  apply. 

Bate  No.  3 — Optional  High  Load  Factor  Bate 

Available  on  annual  contract  to  all  customers  whose  annual  consump- 
tion of  gas  is  more  than  100,000  therms  and  whose  total  consumption 
during  the  six  meter  reading  periods  ending  in  May,  June,  July, 
August,  September,  and  October,  is  not  less  than  40%  of  their  total 
consumption  during  the  contract  year. 

Fixed  charge  $20.00  per  month  plus  22c  per  month  per  therm  of 
maximum  12  hour  demand. 

Commodity  charge  for  all  consumption  — 1.7c  per  therm. 

Minimum  monthly  charge  — fixed  charge. 

The  maximum  12  hour  demand  shall  be  the  greatest  amount  of  gas 
in  therms  delivered  in  any  12  consecutive  hours  during  the  current 
billing  period  or  the  preceding  eleven  billing  periods  as  determined  by 
the  company  by  measurement.  The  maximum  12-hour  demand  of  a 
new  customer  of  gas  shall  be  estimated  by  the  Company,  provided 
that  the  Company,  with  the  approval  of  the  Board  of  Public  Utility 
Commissioners,  takes  into  consideration  in  determining  the  fixed 
charge  the  effect  of  the  customer’s  demand  for  gas  upon  the  Company’s 
peak  load. 

General  Conditions  Affecting  Bates  No.  2 and  No.  3 

These  rates  are  available  only  on  annual  contract  which  shall  continue 
from  year  to  year  thereafter  until  either  party  shall  give  to  the  other 
party  at  least  30  days  prior  to  the  expiration  of  any  such  year,  a 
written  notice  of  desire  to  terminate  same  whereupon  at  the  expira- 
tion of  such  year,  it  shall  cease  and  determine. 
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18.  L.P.GAS 


Heat  value  — 2521  b.t.u.  per  cubic  foot  at  60  deg.  F. 

100  lb.  cylinders  — $4.00 
Bulk  — 12^c  per  gallon 
There  are  two  bulk  storage  tanks  in  the  city. 

19.  DIESEL 

Heat  value  — 135,000  b.t.u.  per  gallon  at  60  deg.  F. 

Summer  grade  — 18c  per  gallon. 

Winter  grade  — 18c  per  gallon. 

Storage  capacity  41,000  gallons. 

20.  COAL 

Very  little  coal  is  used  by  city  residents.  Those  using  coal  secure  S2ime 
from  district  strip  mines. 

Price  per  ton  f.o.b.  mine  $3.50  mine  run. 

21.  LOCAL  RESOURCES 

Clay  for  bricks,  lumber,  straw,  cereal  grains,  vegetable  oil  seeds,  grass 
seeds,  dairy  products,  poultry  products,  fur  farming,  cattle,  sheep, 
hogs,  horses,  honey,  oil  and  gas. 

22.  GOVERNMENT  OFFICES  AND  SERVICES 
Federal  — 

Post  Office;  Veteran’s  Land  Act  office;  Farm  Credit  Corporation,  dis- 
trict office;  Armoury;  R.C.M.P.  detachment  (Sergeant,  3 Corporals, 
15  Constables);  Department  of  Transport  monitoring  station;  Civil 
Defence  Target  Area  Headquarters. 

Provincial  — 

Department  of  Highways  (highway  patrol) ; Court  House  with  resident 
Police  Magistrate;  Clerk  of  the  District  Court;  Sheriff;  Provincial 
Treasury  Branch;  Department  of  Public  Welfare;  Alberta  Govern- 
ment Telephones  exchange  building;  Government  Liquor  Store;  Dis- 
trict Superintendent  of  Schools;  Department  of  Agriculture  (district 
agriculturist  and  assistant) ; District  Home  Economist;  Wetoka 
Health  Unit. 

Municipal  — 

County  of  Wetaskiwin  headquarters;  City  Hall  housing  city  clerk, 
treasurer  and  staff,  city  superintendent  and  staff,  council  chambers 
and  city  police  headquarters;  Public  Building  housing  Health  Unit, 
library,  public  rest  rooms;  City  School  District  No.  264;  Roman  Cath- 
olic Separate  School  District  No.  15;  and  Farm  Purchase  Board.  The 
city  hall  is  being  renovated  and  enlarged  to  contain  a new  library, 
fire  hall  with  four  bays;  civil  defence  headquarters,  city  police  office 
and  public  rest  rooms. 
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23.  HEALTH  SERVICES 

The  new  Wetaskiwin  Municipal  Hospital  has  93  beds  and  15  bassinet- 
tes and  was  officially  opened  in  1962.  It  is  staffed  by  an  administrator, 
a matron,  27  graduate  nurses,  24  nursing  aides,  dietitian,  lab.  techni- 
cian, X-Ray  technician,  and  kitchen  and  maintenance  staff.  A new 
nurses’  residence  provides  accommodation  for  31  nurses. 

The  former  hospital  building  will  be  used  as  a 50-bed  auxiliary  hospital. 
A 70-bed  Nursing  Home  is  now  under  construction. 

The  Senior  Citizens  Home,  built  by  the  Provincial  Government  to 
honour  the  early  settlers,  has  accommodation  for  50  elderly  residents. 

The  Wetoka  Health  Unit  with  headquarters  in  the  city  is  staffed  by  a 


doctor,  6 graduate  nurses,  dentist,  sanitary  inspector  and  steno-  tech- 
nician. The  health  unit  provides  the  following  services:  immunization 
of  school  and  pre-school  children,  examination  of  any  person  residing 
in  the  health  unit  district,  pre-natal  and  post-natal  care,  inspection  of 
water  and  food  supplies  as  well  as  sanitary  inspection.  Other  health 
services;  6 doctors,  2 medical  clinics,  2 dentists,  4 drug  stores,  2 
chiropractors,  1 optometrist,  3 veterinarians,  funeral  parlor,  ambulan- 
ce, dental  laboratory. 


Complete  educationial  facilities  are  available  in  Wetiaskiwin’s  fine  schools 
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24.  PROFESSIONAL  AND  SKILLED  PERSONAL  SERVICES 
(excluding  health  services) 

Type  of  Service 
Accountant  (chartered) 

Accountants  (public) 

Architects 
Barbers 
Barristers 
Beauty  Parlors 
Watch  Repairs 

25.  TRANSPORTATION 

Canadian  Pacific  Railway  - Edmonton  to  Calgary  Dayliner  service  — 
3 times  daily  each  way. 

Greyhound  Bus  Line  — 6 times  daily  north  and  south. 

Sunburst  Coachway  — daily  services  east  and  west. 

Taxi  stand  — 2 cabs. 

2 Airfields  — private. 

Daily  truck  service  — to  Calgary  and  Edmonton. 

26.  PUBLICATIONS 

Wetaskiwin  Times  — Weekly  Newspaper,  ABC  Circulation. 

News  Advertiser  — Free  distribution  advertising  sheet. 


No.  of  Establishments 
1 
3 
1 
8 

5 

6 
3 


27.  COMMUNICATIONS 

Canadian  Pacific  Telegraph 
Alberta  Government  Telephones 
Post  Office 

Department  of  Transport  (monitoring  centre) 

Nearest  radio  station  - Camrose.  Nearest  TV  stations  - Edmonton. 

28.  FINANCIAL  FACILITIES 
Bank  of  Montreal 

Canadian  Imperial  Bank  of  Commerce 
Toronto-Dominion  Bank 
Alberta  Government  Treasury  Branch 
Pioneer  Savings  and  Credit  Union 


29.  HOTELS 


30. 


No.  of  Rooms 

Rates 

License 

Driard 

50 

$3.00  and  up 

yes 

Wetaskiwin 

32 

$2.50  and  up 

yes 

Wales 

16 

$1.25  and  up 

yes 

MOTELS 

No.  of  Units  Grade 

Rates 

Wetaskiwin  Auto  Court  12 

4 star 

$4.50  up 

Greenan’s 

12 

4 star 

7 

0 star 

$5.00  up 

Trailer  Parks:  Greenan’s  Motel,  Len’s  Parkland,  Tower  Service  and 
Trailer  Court,  Nelson’s  Trailer  Park. 
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31.  CHURCHES 


Anglican;  Bethel  Lutheran;  Bethlehem  Lutheran;  Calvary  Baptist; 
Church  of  God  (2) ; Ebenezer  Baptist;  Full  Gospel  Fellowship;  King- 
dom Hall;  Mission  Church;  Nazarene;  Roman  Catholic;  Salvation 
Army;  United;  Zion  Lutheran. 


32.  LODGES  AND  SERVICE  CLUBS 

Masonic;  Knights  of  Columbus;  Elks;  Moose;  I.O.O.F.;  I.O.D.E.; 
Eastern  Star;  Rebekahs;  Royal  Purple;  Women  of  the  Moose;  Kiwanis; 
Kinsmen;  Lions;  Kinnettes;  Lionesses;  Women’s  Institute;  Chamber 
of  Commerce;  Jaycees;  Royal  Canadian  Legion;  Women’s  Auxiliary 
of  the  Roy  al  Canadian  Legion. 


33.  SOCIETIES  AND  ASSOCIATIONS 

Agriculture  Society;  Red  Cross  Society;  Handicraft  Guild;  Fish  and 
Game  Association;  Art  Society;  District  Ministerial  Association;  Home 
and  School  Association;  Alberta  Teachers  Association;  Historical 
Society;  Rural  Fire  Protection  Association;  Society  for  the  Preserva- 
tion of  Barbershop  Quartet  Singing;  Sweet  Adelines  Ladies  Chorus; 
Juenesses  Musicales. 


34.  EDUCATION 


Wetaskiwin  is  the  headquarters  for  three  school  districts.  The  public 
schools  provide  for  grades  1 to  12  with  the  following  optional  subjects 
being  taught:  commercial,  bookkeeping,  farm  and  home  mechanics, 
shop,  home  economics,  arts  and  crafts,  music,  drama  and  metal  craft. 

Wetaskiwin  School  District  No.  264  teaches  grades  1 to  12. 


Elementary 
Junior  High 
High 


Grade  No.  of  Teachers  No.  of  Pupils 


1 to  6 26  671 

7 to  9 11  281 

10  to  12  22  457 


The  Roman  Catholic  Separate  School  District  No.  15  teaches  grades 
1 to  9.  The  school  population  is  made  up  as  follows: 


Grade 

Elementary  1 to  6 

Junior  High  7 to  9 

36.  THEATRES  AND  HALLS 


Audien 

Cinema 

Legion 

I.O.O.F. 

Elks 

Moose 

Armories 

United  Church  Hall 
Clear  Vista  School  Auditorium 
Queen  Elizabeth  School  Aud. 
Parkdale  School  Auditorium 
High  School  Auditorium 


No.  of  Teachers  No.  of  Pupils 

5 121 

2 49 


Capacity 

Stage 

Piano 

400 

no 

no 

500 

no 

no 

250 

yes 

yes 

100 

no 

yes 

300 

yes 

yes 

200 

yes 

yes 

950 

yes 

yes 

400 

yes 

yes 

350 

yes 

yes 

600 

yes 

yes 

400 

no 

yes 

350 

yes 

yes 
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36.  CULTURAL  ACTIVITIES 


The  Wetaskiwin  Municipal  Library  is  supported  by  city,  county  and 
provincial  government  library  grants,  as  well  as  membership  fees.  The 
library  is  open  every  Tuesday,  Thursday  and  Saturday  from  2:00  to 
5;00  p.m.  and  Thursday  night  from  7:00  to  9:00  p.m.  There  are  ap- 
proximately 10,000  volumes  available  for  rental  as  well  as  magazines 
and  newspapers. 

A public  recreation  program  is  operated  by  a recreation  board 
appointed  by  the  city  council  and  employs  a full  time  recreation 
director,  assistant  director  and  part  time  activity  leaders  for  indoor 
and  outdoor  recreation.  A recreation  centre  is  operated  the  year  round 
for  all  ages  with  programs  covering  playgrounds,  swimming  pool,  all 
major  sports,  youth  activities,  adult  activities,  crafts,  library,  pre- 
school program,  senior  citizens  club. 

Other  Activities:  handicraft  guild,  art  club,  glee  club,  6 piece  orchestra, 
community  bands,  3 school  bands,  drama. 

37.  YOUTH  CLUBS 

Boys — Scouts,  Cubs,  Tyros  and  Sigma-C,  Air  Cadets,  Sea  Cadets, 
Junior  Golf  Club,  4-H  Clubs. 

Girls — Guides,  Brownies,  A.Y.P.A.,  Explorers,  4-H  Clubs,  Rangers. 

38.  SPORTS 

Baseball  (senior  and  junior).  Softball  (ladies  and  men),  hockey 
(senior  and  junior),  curling,  basketball,  golf,  badminton,  football, 
skiing,  swimming,  bowling. 

Sports  facilities:— Covered  curling  rink,  6 sheets,  artificial  ice;  Civic 
Centre,  artificial  ice;  Exhibition  Grounds,  equipped  with  playground 
facilities;  Kiwanis  playgrounds;  baseball  diamonds;  swimming  pool; 
wading  pool;  skiing  (tow  and  night  skiing) ; toboggan  slide;  9 hole 
golf  course  (sand  greens). 

39.  FAIRS 

Class  “B”  circuit 

40.  HISTORIC  SITES 

Peace  Cairn  in  Memorial  Park. 

Fort  Ethier  built  in  1885. 

Monument  to  Father  Lacombe  and  Reverend  McDougall. 

Cenotaph. 

Cairn  to  the  Treaty  between  the  Blackfoot  and  Cree  Indians. 

Western  Canadian  Pioneer  Museum. 

Len’s  Parkland,  picnic  and  recreation  grounds. 

41.  CO-OPERATIVES 

Northern  Alberta  Dairy  Pool;  Central  Alberta  Livestock  Shipping 
Association;  Alberta  Wheat  Pool;  United  Grain  Growers;  Alberta 
Poultry  Producers;  Co-op  General  Store;  Co-op  Refinery;  Co-op 
Farm  Machinery  Distributor;  Telephone  Mutuals;  Power  Mutuals; 
Wetaskiwin  Seed  Cleaning  Co-op;  Rural  Fire  Protection  Association; 
Wetaskiwin  Credit  Union;  Co-op  Fire  and  Casualty  Co. 
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42.  INDUSTRY  AND  BUSINESS 


Type  of  bsiniess  or  Industry 


No.  of  Producer  or 
Establishments  Manuliacturers 


Whole- 

sale 


Retail 


Abbatoir  1 

Accountant  (Chartered)  1 

Accountants  (Public)  3 

Auctioneers  2 

Auction  Markets  1 

Architects  1 

Air  Spraying  1 

Auto  Repairs  and  Accessories  19 
Auto  Body  and  Paint  Shops  7 

Bakeries  3 

Barbers  8 

Banks  4 

Beauty  Parlors  7 

Books  and  Stationery  2 

Bowling  Alley  1 

Brokerage  1 

Building  Contractors  6 

Building  Supplies  7 

Cabinets  and  Refrigeration  1 

Cartage  4 

Chiropractors  4 

Colthing  (men’s)  6 

Clothing  (women’s,  children’s  6 
Condensery  1 

Creameries  1 

Credit  Union  1 

Dental  Laboratory  1 

Dentist  2 

Department  Stores  3 

Doctors  6 

Drive-in  Dairy  Bars  3 

Drug  Stores  4 

Dry  Cleaners  (coin  operated)  1 

Dry  Cleaners  2 

Dry  Goods  9 

Egg  Grading  Station  2 

Electric  Appliances  8 

Electrical  Contractors  8 

Equipment  Rental  2 

Equipment  Sales  (Heavy)  3 

Finance  Companies  2 

Feed  Mills  2 

Florists  1 

Floor  Surfacing  1 

Furniture  Stores  3 

Funeral  Parlor  1 

Garage  and  Service  Stations  18 

Grain  Elevators  5 

Greenhouses  2 

Groceries  5 

Hardware  Stores  5 

Harness  Manufacturer  1 

Hatcheries  1 


19 

7 

3 


1 

1 1 

3 

18 

Total  capacity  546,000  bushels 
2 2 2 

5 
5 

1 11 

1 11 
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Establishments  Producer  or  Whole- 
Type  of  business  or  Industry  No.  of  Manufacturers  Sale 


Hobby  Store  1 

Hotels  3 

Implements  (farm)  10 

Importing  Companies  2 

Insurance  and  Real  Estate  5 

Jewellers  2 

Livestock  Buyers  3 

Laundry  (coin  operated)  2 

Laundry  Agencies  2 

Lawyers  5 

Lumber  Yards  4 

Machine  Shops  2 

Mail  Order  Offices  2 

Market  Gardeners  5 

Milk  Distributors  1 

Mink  Farming  1 

Monitoring  Station  1 

Motels  2 

Museum  1 

Music  Store  1 

Needlecraft  1 

Newsstand  1 

Oil  Distributors  6 

Optometrists  1 

Painters  and  Decorators  6 

Photographers  2 

Poultry  Processors  1 

Pool  Room  2 

Printers  2 

Propane  Gas  Distributors  2 

Radio  and  T.V.  Repairs  5 

Restaurants  11 

Security  Office  1 

Sash  and  Door  Factory  2 

Seed  Cleaning  1 

Sewing  Machine  Distributors  2 
Shoe  Repairs  3 

Shoe  Stores  5 

Sign  Writer  3 

Sporting  Goods  1 

Tinsmith  2 

Theatres  3 

Tombstone  Distributors  2 

Trailers  (mobile  homes)  1 

Transit  Mix  (concrete)  2 

Travel  Agencies  2 

Upholsterers  3 

Veterinarians  3 

Variety  Stores  3 

Vulcanizing  3 

Welding  4 

Woodworking  3 


2 

5 

1 


1 


2 

1 

2 


2 

1 


3 

2 


1 

2 

3 


3 

4 
3 


2 


4 


5 

1 

1 


6 


1 

2 

2 


2 

1 


2 

1 

2 
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Retail 


1 


10 


2 


4 
2 
2 

5 
1 


1 

1 

1 


2 


2 

2 


1 

2 


3 

1 

2 


2 

3 

3 

3 

4 
3 


Excellent  industrial  sites  are  available  along  the  main  highway  through  Wetaskiwin 


43.  SITES 

Sites  for  large  or  small  industries  along  the  Canadian  Pacific  Railway 
tracks  can  be  purchased  from  the  city  or  private  owners  at  reasonable 
prices.  This  property  has  been  zoned  as  industrial  land.  Excellent 
paved  highways  provide  rapid  communication  with  all  parts  of  the 
province. 

44.  INDUSTRIAL  DEVELOPMENT 

Wetaskiwin  is  located  in  the  centre  of  densest  rural  population  in 
Alberta  and  since  early  days  its  merits  for  industrial  development  have 
been  well  recognized. 

Major  Industrial  Plants  in  the  city  are; 

Carnation  Milk  Company — New  Plant  in  1962  to  serve  all  Western 
Canadian  wholesale  and  retail  outlets.  Manufactures  evaporated  milk 
under  company  brand  names  of  “Carnation”  and  “Morning  Milk”. 
Capacity  of  more  than  200,000  pounds  milk  per  day  supplied  by  farm- 
ers in  Central  Alberta  area.  Production  goal  for  first  year  after  open- 
ing in  April,  1962,  was  reached  in  six  weeks. 

Glendale  Mobile  Homes  Ltd. — Commenced  operation  in  1959  to  man- 
ufacture Home  Trailers  and  Mobile  Motel  units.  Plant  has  been  en- 
larged several  times  since  opening.  Also  operates  factories  in  Strath- 
more and  London,  Ontario. 
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Alberta  Engmeering  Ltd. — Manufacturer  and  distributor  of  farm  ma- 
chinery. Importer  and  distributor  of  European  and  American  farm 
equipment.  Manufactures  “Alteen”  bale  carrier,  which  can  be  attached 
to  all  types  of  baling  equipment,  and  pull-type  mower  first  marketed 
in  1963.  Has  more  than  150  retail  dealers  throughout  Alberta. 

The  1961  statistics  concerning  the  farming  area  adjacent  to  Wetas- 
kiwin  will  prove  interesting.  There  are  550,760  acres  of  occupied  farm- 
land in  which  there  are  1,625  farms.  The  average  size  farm  is  340 
acres,  with  67%  improved  and  48%  of  the  land  under  crop; 
18%  of  cropped  land  is  sown  to  wheat  (28.5  acres);  35%  is  sown  to 
tame  hay  (57  acres) ; 40%  sown  to  coarse  grain  (66 
acres) ; 76%  of  all  farm  income  is  derived  from  cattle,  13%  from  hogs. 
There  are  1.5  tracto-rs  per  farm  and  58%  of  the  farms  are  owner 
occupied  with  another  37%  being  patially  owned;  70  to  80%  of  the 
farms  are  electrified. 

45.  TRADING  AREA 

North  15  males;  west  90  miles;  south  15  miles,  east  15  miles. 

48.  POPULATION 

Trading  area  population  1961  census  Dominion  — 22,191 
City  population  1S63  Dominion  Census  — 5540. 
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